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" Ministry of Health _
. and Long-Term Care

- | Office of the Ministér

. 10th Floor, Hepbum Block

80 Grosvenor Street
Torontd ON M7A 204
Tc! {416} 327-4300

.Fax (418) 326-1571

‘ 'mnistére de la Sarité

et.des Solns de longue durée .

Bureau du ministre

1 Oi":étage_' &difice Hepburn
80, e Grosvenor

TJoronto ON M7A 2C4 -

T (416) 327-4300,

gj018/033

Téléc (416) 326-1571

N
Dr. Rocco Gerace

President : : .
Collcge of Physwlzms and Surgeons of Ontario

-80 College Street”

.. Toronto ON M5G 2E2

3 Dr. Paut (’hns

. 1671-01 (39/06)

President _
College of Optometnsts of Ontarlo.-

.6 Crescent Road - 3rd Floor
" Toronto ON M4W 1T1 ’

Ms. Jean Warbubks
President '
* College of Opticians of Ontano

85 Richmond Street West
Suitc 902 )
Torouto ON M5H 2C9

) Dear Presidt_:nts:

7 Om Febmary 7, 2001 my predem‘«:qm‘ wrote fn cach of yonr colleges fo share the. .
" . findings of the Health Professions Regulatory Advisory Council rcgardmg

refradtometry performed by optcians. That letter requested multilateral
cooperation by colleges in resolving this i issue and. I support ny predecessor’s

.. direction. I'am disappointed that no significant progress has been made by the
- colleges tow‘ar'd ﬂllﬁ]lment-éf the reque'st over th‘e past eight ionths.

I am conccmed w1th the Iack of co-operation and inutual respect by eye care sector

partners on a range of issues, including refractometry: A constructive framework -
for dealing with mter-collcge issues based on public interest; professional

stanidards, and mutual réspect 1s. crifical to effective self-regulation under the
Regulated Health ‘Professions Act. Conscqucnﬂy, establishing a framework that

allows for effective discussion and resoluUOn of issues belween eye care
professions is.a priority.
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- ,To facxhtate ﬂns framewoﬂ( I am requestmg that thhm 60 days'the three '
_concerned colleges provide mc with a single status update regarding how they wﬂl
- --proceed totesolvé the issue of refractometry. The status update should incjudce the: -
" - -key questions that will. be explored, a critical palh to addtessing the Key qucsnons
o 'thc role of all three colleges and any external assistance they will employ

Y h0pe that this i issue w1l1 provndc the catalyst to estabhsh a [rdmcwozk fm :
R pruducllvc dlbbUbblOﬂb Uetween colleges ona broadcr range of issues.. Until this
- framework is i place and clear progress has-been madc, I have-askcd Ministry
~, “staff to makc rcfractomctzy the priority regulatory issiie in the area of eye care, 1.,
fecl this step is nécessary to provxdc focus to the current discussions. As a- rosult,
. other discussions with eye ‘care- colleges or profeczsxonal associations reg‘urdmg
_-regulatory issues that do hot concern lmmedlate pubhc safety will be delayed untll
st gmﬁcant progress is ac}neved :

I‘lave asked Mary Beth Valcntmc Director of the Program Pohcv Branch to
" .follow through on: ﬂus request. Ifyou havc any questlons or wish to discuss
potential ass1stancc from the Mmlstry, please contact her at (416) 327—8636

- "I'hank you for your efforts and I look forward to your updat

- .Yours-'very traly, |

Thits Y. Clment
Mrmster
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